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Detailed Action 



Claims 1-25 are pending in this Office Action. 



Foreign Priority 



Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted on November 30, 2000 under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), 
which papers have been placed of record in the file. Attention is directed to the fact that the date 
for which foreign priority is claimed is not the date of the filed application acknowledged in the 
oath or declaration. The priority data of November 30, 1999 is given priority. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: Page 40, claim 4, line 6, 
"The URL list transmitting the URL list". Does the list send itself? The examiner requests 
clarity. Examiner asks applicant to clean up some grammatical errors in the claims. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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Claims 1-3, 8, 13-18, 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
unpatentable over "Cmew/U-a multimedia Web annotation sharing system" by Hirotsu et 
al. 



Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being unpatentable over 
"Cmew/U-a multimedia Web annotation sharing system" by Hirotsu et al. 

Regarding claim 1, 

The Hirotsu reference teaches an information control system supporting collaboration for 
a plurality of information processing terminals that treat a Web content (Hirotsu: page 356, 
Abstract, Introduction), comprising: 

an information processing support server connected to a Web server via a communication 
network (Hirotsu: page 356,7 ipss is the annotation server or proxy server; web server is the 
server; Figures 1 and 2); and 

the plurality of information processing terminals that obtain a Web content provided by 
the Web server via the information processing support server and perform work using the Web 
content (Hirotsu: Introduction, 2 nd paragraph). 

the plurality of information processing terminals each comprising: 

an attached- information adding-section adding predetermined attached- 
information to the Web content obtained (Hirotsu: page 356, section 2, annotation ), 

the information processing support server comprising: 

an attached- information managing-section retaining attached-information 
(Hirotsu: Architectures Design), added to the Web content by the information processing 
terminal (Hirotsu: Architecture Design), and a URL of the Web content with associating them 
with each other (Hirotsu: Figure 4; Introduction); and 

an attached-information transmitter transmitting the Web content (Hirotsu: proxy 
server; Architecture Design), having the URL (Hirotsu: Figure 4; Introduction), and the attached- 
information (Hirotsu: Architecture Design), associated with the URL, and the attached- 
information, associated with the URL, to the information processing terminal if an access request 
from the information processing terminal corresponds to the URL restrained in the attached- 
information managing-section (Hirotsu: Annotation, Architecture Design). 



Regarding claim 2, the information control system according to claim 1, wherein: 

the information control system includes at least annotation data for performing drawing 
on the Web content as the attached information processing support server, the attached- 
information (Hirotsu: page 356, section 2, annotation; section 1 editor of multimedia contents); 

in the information processing support server, the attached-information managing-section 
associated a URL of the Web content with a filename of the annotation data (Hirotsu: page 356, 
section 2, annotation; Annotation Protocol, Figures 3 and 4); 
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the attached-information transmitter transmits the Web content relating to an access 
request and the annotation data specified with the file name associated with the URL of the Web 
content to the information processing terminal according to the access request from the 
information processing terminal (Hirotsu: page 356, architecture design); and 

wherein the information processing terminal synthesizes and displays the Web content 
and annotation data by use a browser (Hirotsu: Architecture Design; Annotation). 

Regarding claim 3, the information control system according to claim 1, wherein: 

the information control system includes at least data filled in a form for the Web content 
as the attached-information (Hirotsu: page 259 figure 6); 

in the information processing support server (Hirotsu: Architecture Design; proxy), the 
attached-information managing-section associated a URL of the Web content with the data itself 
filled in the form (Hirotsu: page 256; Annotation), and the attached-information transmitter 
embeds the data (Hirotsu: Architecture Design, Annotation protocol), which is associated with 
the URL of the Web content, in a form of the Web content relating to an access request (Hirotsu: 
page 356, Architecture Design) according to the access request from the information processing 
terminal and transmits the Web content to the information processing terminal (Hirotsu: 
Architecture Design); and 

the information processing terminal displays the Web content in the form of which the 
filled data is embedded by using a browser (Hirotsu: Annotation). 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being unpatentable over "Cmew/U-a 
multimedia Web annotation sharing system' 9 by Hirotsu et al* 

Regarding claim 8, an information control system supporting collaboration for a plurality of 
information processing terminals that treat a Web content (Hirotsu: Introduction; Abstract), 
comprising: 

the plurality of information processing terminals each of which is connected to Web 
server via a communications network (Hirotsu: Introduction; Architecture Design; Figure 1; 
Figure 2), obtains a Web content provided by the Web server (Hirotsu: Architecture), and adds 
predetermined attached- information as work for the Web content (Architecture: Annotation); and 

an information processing support server that associated the attached-information 
(Hirotsu: page 357, paragraph 1; proxy), added to the Web content by the information processing 
terminal (Hirotsu: page 357, paragraph 1; client), with a URL of the Web content and retains 
them (Hirotsu: page 356, Introduction, URL, Architecture Design). 

the information processing support server returning the attached- information 
corresponding to an access request to the information processing terminal when receiving the 
access request (Hirotsu: Architecture Design), corresponding to a URL associated with the 
attached-information, from the information processing terminal (Hirotsu: Figure 4; Introduction; 
Annotation Protocol), and 

the information processing terminal that receives the attached-information from the 
information processing support server (Hirotsu: Architecture Design), obtains the Web content 
having the URL corresponding to the access request from the Web server (Hirotsu: Annotation; 



V 
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Architecture Design), and synthesizes the attached-information and the Web content (Hirotsu: 
Architecture Design). 

Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being unpatentable over 
"Cmew/U-a multimedia Web annotation sharing system" by Hirotsu et ah 

Regarding claim 13, an information processing terminal (Hirotsu: Architecture Design; 
Introduction) comprising: 

a connecting section for transmitting and receiving data including a Web content with the 
being connected to Web server (Hirotsu: Architecture Design; Figures 1 and 2); and 

a browser that displays a Web content received from the server via the connecting section 
(Hirotsu: Annotation. Architecture Design), adds predetermined attached-information to the Web 
content displayed (Hirotsu: Annotation), and transmits the Web content to the server via the 
connecting section (Hirotsu: Figures 1 and 2); and 

the browser being capable of synthesizing and displaying the Web content and annotation 
data if data received from the server is the Web content and the annotation data as attached- 
information added to the Web content (Hirotsu: Architecture s Design; Annotation Protocol). 

Regarding claim 14, the information processing terminal according to claim 13, wherein the 
browser obtains Web content and annotation data by using a file name (Hirotsu: Introduction; 
Architecture Design; Annotation Protocol), synthesizes the Web content and annotation data, and 
displays them if data received from the server is the Web content and the file name of the 
annotation data as attached-information added to the Web content (Hirotsu: Introduction; 
Architecture Design), and the annotation data can be obtained from predetermined storage 
apparatus except the server (Hirotsu: Architecture Design; proxy). 

Claims 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(a) as being unpatentable over "Cmew/U-a 
multimedia Web annotation sharing system" by Hirotsu et al. 

Regarding claim 15, an information processing terminal (Hirotsu: Architecture Design; client; 
Figures 1 and 2) comprising: 

a connection section for transmitting and receiving data including a Web content by 
being connected to a server via a communications network (Hirotsu: Architecture Design); 

a synthesis processor that obtains Web content with a URL via the communication 
network (Hirotsu: Architecture Design) and displays the Web content and the attached- 
information at the time of receiving the attached-information (Hirotsu: Annotation), associated 
with the predetermined URL (Hirotsu: Introduction; Architecture Design; Annotation Protocol), 
from the server via the connection section (Hirotsu: Architecture Design); and 

a browser that displays the Web content (Hirotsu: Annotation; Architecture Design), 
which are received from the server via the connection and with which the attached-information is 
accessed (Hirotsu: Introduction; Architecture Design; Figures 1 and 2), adds predetermined 
attached- information to the Web content displayed (Hirotsu: Annotation), and transmits the Web 
content to the server via the connection section (Hirotsu: Introduction; Architecture Design). 



V 
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Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being unpatentable over 
"Cmew/U-a multimedia Web annotation sharing system" by Hirotsu et al. 

Regarding claim 16, an information processing method for supporting collaboration for a 
plurality of information processing terminals that treat a Web content (Hirotsu: Abstract; 
Introduction), comprising the steps of: 

adding predetermined attached-information to the Web content (Hirotsu: Introduction; 
Annotation); 

associating the attached- information, added to the Web content, with a URL of the Web 
content and retaining them (Hirotsu: Introduction; Architecture Design; Annotation Protocol; 
Figure 4); and 

transmitting the Web content with the URL and the attached-information associated with 
the URL to the source of an access request according to the access request corresponding to the 
URL associated with the attached- information (Hirotsu: Introduction; Architecture Design). 

Regarding claim 17, the information processing method according to claim 16, 

wherein at least annotation data for performing drawing on the Web content is included 
as the attached- information at the step of adding the attached- information (Hirotsu: page 356, 
section 2, annotation; section 1 editor of multimedia contents); 

wherein the step of retaining the attached- information includes a step of generating a data 
file after receiving the annotation data and associating a file name of the data file with a URL of 
the Web content if the attached-information is the annotation data (Hirotsu: Architecture Design; 
Annotation Protocol); and 

wherein the step of adding the attached-information to a Web content includes a step of 
adding a data file of the annotation data specified by the file name to the Web content if 
information associated with the URL is the file name of the annotation data (Hirotsu: 
Architecture Design; Annotation Protocol; separated proxy; URL hack), and 

further including a step of synthesizing the Web content and the annotation data at the 
time of displaying the Web content (Hirotsu: Introduction; Architecture Design). 

Regarding claim 18, the information processing method according to claim 16, 

wherein at least data filled in a form of the Web content is included as the attached- 
information at the step of adding attached-information (Hirotsu: Figure 6; Annotation); 

wherein the step of retaining attached-information includes a step of associating the data 
itself with the Web content if the attached-information is the data filled in the form (Hirotsu: 
Introduction; Architecture Design); and 

wherein the step of adding the attached-information to a Web content includes a step of 
embedding the data, filled in the form, in a concerned place of the Web content having the form 
if information associated with the URL is the data filled in the form (Hirotsu: Introduction; 
Architecture Design; Figure 6). 
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Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being unpatentable over "Cmew/U-a 
multimedia Web annotation sharing system" by Hirotsu et al. 

Regarding claim 21 , a storage that stores an information processing program executed by a 
computer so that input means of the computer can read the information processing program 
(Hirotsu: Abstract; Annotation; Architecture Design), the storage storing the information 
processing program making the computer execute: 

processing of obtaining a Web content from Web server (Hirotsu: Architecture Design; 
server), connected to a communications network (Hirotsu: Architecture Design), according to an 
access request from an information processing terminal and transmitting the Web content to the 
information processing terminal having issued the access request (Hirotsu: Abstract; Annotation; 
Architecture Design); 

processing of receiving the attached-information added to the Web content by the 
information processing terminal and retaining the attached-information and a URL of the Web 
content with associating them with each other (Hirotsu: Abstract; Annotation Protocol; 
Architecture Design); and 

processing of transmitting the Web content, having the URL, and the attached- 
information, associated with the URL, to the information processing terminal corresponds to the 
URL associated with the attached- information (Hirotsu: Architecture Design). 

Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being unpatentable over "Cmew/U-a 
multimedia Web annotation sharing system" by Hirotsu et al. 

Regarding claim 22, a storage that stores an information processing program executed by an 
information processing terminal (Hirotsu: Architecture Design; client) so that an input unit of the 
information processing terminal can read the information processing program (Hirotsu: Abstract; 
Annotation; Architecture Design), the storage storing the information processing program 
making the information processing terminal execute: 

processing of receiving a Web content from a server (Hirotsu: Architecture Design); 

processing of synthesizing the Web content and annotation data if the annotation data is 
added to the Web content received from the server (Hirotsu: Annotation; Architecture Design); 

processing of adding predetermined attached- information to the Web content displayed 
(Hirotsu: Abstract; Annotation; Architecture Design); and 

processing of transmitting the attached- information, which is added, to the server 
(Hirotsu: Annotation; Architecture Design). 

Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being unpatentable over "Cmew/U-a 
multimedia Web annotation sharing system" by Hirotsu et al. 

Regarding claim 23, a storage that stores an information processing program executed by an 
information processing terminal (Hirotsu: Architecture Design; client) so that an input unit of the 
information processing terminal can read the information processing program (Hirotsu: Abstract; 
Annotation; Architecture Design), the storage storing the information processing program 
making the information processing terminal execute: 
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processing of receiving attached- information associated with a predetermined URL by a 
server (Hirotsu: Annotation; Architecture Design; Annotation Protocol); 

processing of obtaining a Web content having the URL corresponding to the attached- 
information received (Hirotsu: Abstract; Annotation; Architecture Design); 

processing of synthesizing the Web content and the attached-information obtained 
(Hirotsu: Architecture Design); and 

processing of displaying the Web content where the attached-information is synthesized 
(Hirotsu: Abstract; Annotation; Architecture Design). 

Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(a) as being unpatentable over "Cmew/U-a 
multimedia Web annotation sharing system" by Hirotsu et al. 

Regarding claim 24, a program transmission apparatus (Hirotsu: Architecture Design; proxy 
server) comprising: 

a storage unit for storing a program (Hirotsu: Architecture Design) making an 
information processing terminal (Hirotsu: Architecture Design; client; Figures 1 and 2) execute: 

processing of receiving a Web content from a server (Hirotsu: Introduction; Annotation; 
Architecture Design); 

processing of synthesizing the Web content and annotation data if the annotation data is 
added to the Web content received from the server (Hirotsu: Annotation; Architecture Design); 

processing of adding predetermined attached-information to the Web content received 
from the server (Hirotsu: Introduction; Annotation; Architecture Design); 

processing of adding predetermined attached- information to the Web content displayed 
(Hirotsu: Introduction; Annotation; Architecture Design); and 

processing of transmitting the attached-information, which is added, to the server 
(Hirotsu: Introduction; Annotation; Architecture Design) 

a transmission unit for reading the program from the storage means and transmitting the 
program (Hirotsu: Introduction; Annotation; Architecture Design). 

Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being unpatentable over "Cmew/U-a 
multimedia Web annotation sharing system" by Hirotsu et al. 

Regarding claim 25, an information control system that comprises a plurality of information 
processing terminals (Hirotsu: Architecture Design; clients) and an information processing 
support server supporting collaboration for the plurality of information processing terminals that 
treat a Web content (Hirotsu: Introdution; Annotation; Architecture Design), the information 
processing support server comprising: 

a storage unit for storing a program executed by the plurality of information processing 
terminals (Hirotsu: Architecture Design); and 

a transmission unit for reading the program from the storage unit according to a request 
from the information processing terminal and transmitting the program (Hirotsu: Architecture 
Design), 

the program, which is stored in the storage unit, making the information processing 
terminal execute: 
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processing of receiving and displaying the Web content (Hirotsu: Architecture Design); 

processing of adding predetermined attached-information to the Web content displayed 
(Hirotsu: Introduction; Annotation); 

processing of transmitting the attached-information, which is added, to the information 
processing support server (Hirotsu: Architecture Design); and 

processing of synthesizing the web content and annotation data at the time of receiving the Web 
content and the annotation data associated with the Web content (Hirotsu: Architecture Design). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-7, 9-12, 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over "Cmew/U-a multimedia Web annotation sharing system" by Hirotsu et al in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,199,077 by Inala et al. 

Claims 4-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
"Cmew/U-a multimedia Web annotation sharing system" by Hirotsu et al in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,199,077 by Inala et al. 

Regarding claim 4, 

The Hirotsu reference teaches an information control system according to claim 1, with 
an information processing support server (Hirotsu: Abstract, Introduction) further comprises: 

Web content, where the attached-information is added, according to a request from the 
information processing terminal (Hirotsu: Annotation, Architecture Design; Figure 6); and 

transmitting the content, which is generated, to the information processing terminal 
(Hirotsu: Introduction, Architecture Design). 

The Hirotsu reference does not explicitly state the use of a URL list generator generating 
a URL list. 

The Inala reference teaches an Internet portal that runs a summary software agent and 
generates a URL list upon a users request (Inala: col. 9, lines 29-42) 



Application/Control Number: 09/727,083 
Art Unit: 21 55 



Page 10 



The Inala reference further teaches the system uses a server to present a user-personalized 
application that may be displayed as a user interactive homepage that contains all of his listed 
sites for easy navigation (Inala: col. 2, lines 24-31). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to create the information control system supporting collaboration as taught by Hirotsu 
while employing a URL list generator as taught by Inala to allow list sites for easy navigation 
(Inala: col. 2, lines 24-31) 

Claims 5-7 are rejected under the same rationale given above. In the rejections set fourth, 
the examiner will address the additional limitations and point to the relevant teachings Hirotsu et 
al and Inala et a. 

Regarding claim 5, the information control system according to claim 4, wherein: 

the URL list generator in the information processing support server generates the URL 

list as a Web content (Inala: col. 9, lines 29-42; Hirotsu: Annotation, Introduction); and 

the information processing terminal requests the information processing support server to 

obtain the Web content (Hirotsu; Architecture Design), where the attached- information is added 

(Hirotsu: page 356,6 sections Annotation and Architecture Design), by clicking a desired URL in 

the URL list provided as the Web content (Inala: col. 9, lines 29-42). 

Regarding claim 6, the information control system according to claim 4, wherein the URL list 
generator (Inala: col. 9, lines 29-42) in the information processing support server recognizes a 
user of the information processing terminal (Hirotsu: Annotation Protocol), and generates the 
URL list of the Web content that the user can access (Inala: col. 2, lines 24-31; col. 9, lines 29- 
42; Hirotsu: Architecture Design). 

Regarding claim 7, the information control system according to claim 6, wherein the URL list 
generator in the information processing support server sets the Web content (Inala: col. 9, lines 
24-42), which the user can access, on the basis of a kind of the Web content or contents of 
attached- information (Inala: col. 9, lines 24-42; Hirotsu: Architecture Design). 



Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
"Cmew/U-a multimedia Web annotation sharing system" by Hirotsu et al in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,199,077 by Inala et al. 

Regarding claim 9, 

Hirotsu teaches an information processing support server supporting collaboration for a 
plurality of information processing terminals that treat a Web content (Hirotsu: Abstract; 
Introduction): 

obtaining the Web content from Web server, connected to a communications network 
(Hirotsu: Architecture Design), according to an access request from the information processing 
terminal (Hirotsu: Architecture Design), and further transmits the Web content (Hirotsu: 
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Architecture Design), which are obtained to the information processing terminal having issued 
the access request (Hirotsu: Introduction; Architecture Design); and 

recognizing the start of a session by the information processing terminal owing to the 
access request received from the information processing terminal (Hirotsu: Architecture Design; 
Annotation Protocol), manages session information including a URL of the Web content that will 
be processed in the session (Hirotsu: Annotation Protocol), receives attached-information added 
to the Web content by the information processing terminal (Hirotsu: Architecture Design), 
associated the session information with the attached- information, and manages them (Hirotsu: 
Introduction; Annotation Protocol). 

The Hirotsu reference does not explicitly disclose a cache manager or session information 
controller. 

The Inala reference teaches a cache manager (Inala: col. 2, lines 32-39) and session 
information controller (Inala: col 5, lines 22-39; col. 8, lines 5-12). 

The Inala reference further teaches the system uses a server to present a user-personalized 
application that may be displayed as a user interactive homepage that contains all of his listed 
sites for easy navigation (Inala: col. 2, lines 24-31). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to create the information control system supporting collaboration as taught by Hirotsu 
while employing a cache manager and session information manager as taught by Inala to allow 
list sites for easy navigation (Inala: col. 2, lines 24-31) 

Claims 10-12 are rejected under the same rationale given above. In the rejections set 
fourth, the examiner will address the additional limitations and point to the relevant teachings 
Hirotsu et al and Inala et a. 



Regarding claim 10, the information processing support server according to claim 9, wherein the 
session information controller allows a transmission and receiving section to transmit the Web 
content with a URL (Inala: col. 5, lines 22-31), included in the session information, and the 
attached-information, associated with the session information, to the information processing 
terminal if an access request from the information process terminal corresponds to the session 
information in the session recognized (Inala: col. 5, lines 18-21). 

Regarding claim 1 1, the information processing support server according to claimlO, wherein the 
session information controller embeds filled data in a form of a Web content and allows the 
transmission (Inala: col. 5, lines 22-39; Figure 2; Hirotsu: Architecture Design; Introduction) and 
receiving section to transmit transmits the Web content to the information processing terminal if 
the Web content obtained in the session recognized are a Web content with a form (Hirotsu: 
Figure 6; Figure 2), and the filled data in the form is associated with its URL as the attached- 
information (Inala: col. 5, lines 22-39; Hirotsu: Introduction; Architecture Design). 

Regarding claim 12, the information processing support server according to claim 10, further 
comprising a URL list generator generating a URL list of the Web content as Web content (Inala: 
col. 9, lines 29-42), to which the attached-information is added, according to a request from the 
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information processing terminal (Hirotsu: Annotation), wherein the cache manager returns the 
URL list, generated by the URL list generator, to the information processing terminal (Inala: col. 
9, lines 29-52). 



Claims 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
"Cmew/U-a multimedia Web annotation sharing system" by Hirotsu et al in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,199,077 by Inala et al. 

Regarding claim 19, 

Hirotsu teaches the information processing method according to claim 16, wherein, 
before the step of adding attached-information. 

The Hirotsu reference does not explicitly disclose generating a URL list 

The Inala reference teaches generating a URL list of the Web content having attached- 
information associated at the step of retaining attached-information (Inala: col. 9, lines 22-39). 

The Inala reference further teaches the system uses a server to present a user-personalized 
application that may be displayed as a user interactive homepage that contains all of his listed 
sites for easy navigation (Inala: col. 2, lines 24-31). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to create the information control system supporting collaboration as taught by Hirotsu 
while employing a URL list generator as taught by Inala to allow list sites for easy navigation 
(Inala: col. 2, lines 24-31) 

Claim 20 is rejected under the same rationale given above. In the rejections set fourth, the 
examiner will address the additional limitations and point to the relevant teachings Hirotsu et al 
and Inala et a. 

Regarding claim 20, the information processing method according to claim 19, wherein the step 

of generating a URL list comprises the steps of: 

recognizing a user of the information processing terminal (Inala: col. 4, lines 29-38); and 
generating the URL list of the Web content that the user can access (Inala: col 9, lines 

22-39). 
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Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

U. S. Patent No. 6,668,276 issued to Ohkado et al 
U. S. Patent No. 6,275,937 issued to Hailpern et al. 
U. S. Patent No. 6,223,177 issued to Tatham et al. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R Bruckart whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0324. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30 PM with every other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (703) 308-6662. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications and After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-0324. 

Benjamin R Bruckart 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2155 
brb 

March 5, 2004 

HOSAIN ALAM 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




